Brian Shoemaker, playing under coach Istvan Csendes, developed into one of the top age group players in the country. Brian has successfully competed and made the US National team the last 5 years and has represented our country in Europe, Mexico, and Canada. He also led the south Florida water polo team when they visited Hungary in 2006 and was the leading scorer in an elite international tournament when most players were two years older then him. Brian dominated the Florida high school scene and broke the state high school record for most goals scored in a playoff game (13), and goals per game 4.7.

 

Brian’s goal for several years has been to represent the United States in the 2012 Olympic games. His determination led him to transfer to Dos Pueblos High School in Santa Barbara Ca for his senior year so he could play against tougher competition and be exposed to college programs in that state. He immediately made an impact in California high school water polo and opposing coaches often double and triple teamed him trying to limit his scoring threat. California college coaches recognizing his special talents recruited him in earnest. Coaches from UCLA,USC, Pepperdine, and Cal Berkeley went after his services. Brian, considered to be the top high school recruit in the country, finally decided to play at Univ. of Cal SB, under former Olympian Wolf Wigo were he is hoping to bring home a national championship for the gauchos.

 

Brian's development can be attributed to several factors. He is an extremely hard worker, usually the last player out of the pool at practice working on his shooting skills. He also has been influenced by older players such as Stanford greats Drac and Janson Wigo whom he battled in South Florida practices for many years. Brian has been fortunate to play under some great coaches including aforementioned Istvan Csendes,former south Florida coach Bruce Wigo, national coach Robert Lynn, dos pueblos coach Chris Parrish, and starting with his father James who coached him at early age group programs and through his years at Cooper City high. It will be interesting to follow Brians career at USCB and see if this local talent can fulfill his dreams.

