NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
Teens sharpen water polo skills in Broward

Young water polo players from around the globe are practicing this summer at a South Florida pool. Among those attending are several players from Hungary, where water polo is a major sport like baseball and football here.
BY PERRY STEI
From the surface, only heads and a few arms were visible.

But underneath, dozens of feet kicked, allowing the players treading water to be ready for the yellow ball that was strategically being hurled around the pool.

Ninety young athletes from around the world are attending the International Water Polo Camp at Nova Southeastern University this week. 

''I love the drills,'' said Zoltan Kokeny, 15. ``They're the same in Hungary, but I just like them.''

The camp is being hosted by the South Florida Water Polo Club, a 10-year-old organization, dedicated to developing the sport locally.

At the camp, 90 students from throughout Europe, South America, the Caribbean and the United States train and scrimmage with each other and are exposed to different water polo coaching styles from around the world.

Camp director Istvan Csendes hopes to develop young, local talent and catapult water polo into the arena of mainstream sports in South Florida.

Csendes was a professional water polo player in Hungary, his native country.

PROFESSIONAL SPORT
``Basically in Hungary, water polo is a national sport and players are superstars. It's a professional sport in Hungary just like any pro sport in America,`` Csendes said.

Through this camp and the South Florida Water Polo Club, Csendes is working to even the playing field and bring the Hungarian water polo coaching style and intensity to the United States.

''The kids are starting to play water polo in Hungary at 7 or 8 like basketball or baseball players do here, as opposed to water polo players in America who start to play at 10 or 11. So, [the Americans] are two or three years behind,'' Csendes said.

''I'm a local coach spreading the traditional Hungarian water polo school. I do everything the way it is designed in Hungary,'' Csendes said. ``Everything that the Hungarian kids learn in Hungary, we share with the American kids over here.''

Watching the teens in the pools, Gergely Lukacs, head coach of the Hungarian team, noted the different skill levels among the players.

''It's just a matter of time before [the Americans] catch up to the European level,'' Lukacs said through a translator.

CULTURE
There is also a cultural component involved in Csendes' mission.

He hopes the cultural exchange goes beyond the pool and that the players form friendships.

Zoltan, the 15-year-old who enjoys the drills, lived earlier this year with the family of Laurence Tummings, a 16-year-old who lives in Hollywood and is considered one of the top college recruits in the United States.

Next month, Laurence, who is taking part in the five-day camp, will fly to Hungary and stay and train with Zoltan and his family.

''It's definitely opened my eyes up to the way they play,'' Laurence said.

``My experience here has been great and it will hopefully take me to college.'' 

